Clinical Section 213 the rent in the meso-colon were sewn to the jejunum just below the anastomosis by means of three interrupted sutures. The patient bore the operation well, and was free from pain and able to take ordinary food when last seen early in August.
missing, and theremainder were bad. Both apices were dull on percussion, but the remainder of the right lung was fairly resonant. The left was quite dull frorn the clavicle downwards, and there was evidence of a large cavity on that side; pectoriloquy and amphoric breathing were well marked, and there was loud moist sounds. He was sent to bed; his sputum, examined by the Clinical Research Association, reported to contain a considerable number of tubercle bacilli. On February 22 he was, for the first time, put under ether for twenty minutes; the same night he had only three sweats and very little cough. On the morning of February 23 he enjoyed his breakfast. On February 24 he was put under ether for thirty minutes, and that night he had but one slight sweat; his expectoration was considerably reduced. On the night of February 25 he did not sweat, and felt better than he had done for months; the next day he was put under ether for thirtythree minutes, followed by only one slight sweat. He was put on a diet of boiled pork, of which he ate heartily, three pints of milk, seven eggs, vegetables, and bread and butter. So fond was he of pork, not having been able to consume fat for so long, that he often partook of it two or three times in a day. Before the treatment was commenced the patient could lie upon either side with fair comfort, but during the first three days of administration he always appeared to have a list to the affected side. After three or four days, however, this inclination disappeared, and he could lie with comfort in any position.
March 3: Dullness of left lung, much more circumscribed. March 6: By this day the cough had practically ceased. March 7: Right lung perfectly clear. March 12: Clubbing of fingers and congestion of bases of nails completely disappeared. March 26: Brought up some phlegm slightly streaked with blood. After first few days' treatment patient was up and about his room. After about one week he was out walking from five to fifteen miles a day, when I thought it advisable to limit the walks to twelve miles a day, which he did with comfort. No rise of temperature followed these walks. It is now eighteen months since this patient has had any administration, and twelve months since he took any rnedicine, yet he keeps his health and has been at his office for two months.
From February 26 to July 7 the patient was put under ether daily for periods lasting from half an hour to an hour, and from July 7 to August 13 at irregular intervals of two or three days. The object of continuing the administration was to cause the complete obliteration of the cavity, and for this same reason mainy drugs were added to the ether. The expectoration, which was about 8 oz. at the commencement, was reduced to less than 1 oz. within a week, 1 dr. within a month, and by the third month was about 20 gr., after which it decreased to between 3 gr. and 15 gr. He now, on most mornings, brings up 5 gr. and nothing more the rest of the day. This sputum contains tubercle bacilli. The only alteration I find in him during the last eighteen months is that the once absolutely dull left lung is now becoming gradually more resonant. His respiration, which is only 8 per minute, does the work of the lungs most efficiently. So rapid was the alteration of the fingers under the inhalations that I could almost daily see the lateral bulging disappearing, and the roots of the nails, which stood far above the level of the fingers and contributed largely to the curving of the nails, soon sank to their normal position.
The fact that the man has not altered for the worse, but rather for the better, during the last two years points, I consider, to the conclusion that he has been rendered immune against the advance of consumption.
Case II.-Male, aged 35, suffering from bronchitis and tuberculous pleurisy, was sinking from obstruction of his bronchial tubes. Was perfectly well of his bronchitis in one week, and his pleurisy in about three weeks. Case III.-Male, aged about 40, with tuberculous pharyngitis and laryngitis, sent home from hospital, was unable to swallow even water; he took ether, and in three days' time could drink a whole tumbler of milk at once. Nourishment not sufficiently pressed, patient's condition so extreme, wasted, and feeble that he died in a week. Case IV.-Male, aged 27, with phthisis and general tuberculosis. Chest nearly well in two months; abdomen much improved in four months. Removed to the country and lost sight of. Case V.-Male, aged about 70, with advanced heart disease, dilated cavity; dying in his chair. Ether administered; he revived and lived nine months; found dead in bed. Case VI.-Female, aged about 55, with urtemic coma; no urine passed for a day and a ha'lf. She was given ether, became partially conscious, and excreted 1j pt. the same evening. Case VII.-Male, aged 17, had tuberculous disease of the kidneys and was in the first stage of phthisis, and passed scarcely 1 pt. of urine in twenty-four hours. Lungs cured in a fortnight, and kidneys cured in two months.
My experiments with ether have taught me: That, contrary to the general belief, ether may be advantageously inhaled in pulmonary tuberculosis, bronchitis, tuberculous pharyngitis and laryngitis, heart disease, and certain kidney diseases, provided it be administered without the admixture of exhalations from the lungs: That ether when thus administered is a safe anesthetic: That Clover's inhaler, when used 5215 with the bag, is most dangerous: That the danger only creeps in when the ether becomes impure by admixture with the patient's exhalations. That as a general ancesthetic ether is not dangerous: That the 400odd deaths which took place under anaesthesia last year might have been obviated if ether had been used in the manner here recommended: That there is no other apparatus extant which does not admit of re-breathing : That the sputum of bronchitis is thinned, rendered much more translucent, rapidly reduced in quantity, and more easily expectorated, when pure ether is inhaled; the reverse of which obtains when the ether administered has become only slightly adulterated by admixture with the patients' exhalations: That the same admixture appears to be the cause of excitement during the administration of ether for the purpose of operation: That patients treated with ether exhibit increase of muscle tissue, and do not become fat and flabby.
The instrument above referred to is one made by the Hospitals and General Contracts Co., Mortimer Street, and is an instrument devoid of all regulating valves, stops, plugs, &c., beyond two automatic valves for directing the current through the apparatus. THIS patient remained fairly well for some months after he was exhibited before the Section, but in April of this year he became extremely anlemic. and was admitted into St. George's Hospital and died in May from progressive asthenia. Pigimentation of the buccal mucosain pernicious anaemia is extremely rare. Moorhead,2 who recently recorded an example, was able to collect four cases only from literature, including my case. The necropsy, performed by Dr. R. S. Trevor, who has provided the following account, shows that the case was one of pernicious anaemia, and that the suprarenals were healthy:
Sequel of
"At the necropsy, performed forty and a half hours after death, the body was thin and wasted. The eyelids, nose, cheeks, lips, and chin were covered with pigmented spots, resembling freckles. Spots of pig-'Shown at a meeting of the Clinical Section on Oct. 8, 1909 (vide p. 9).
